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Post-Colonial Literature

Some basic terms
1. Empire:   1. Supreme and extensive political dominion; esp. that exercised by an ‘emperor’ or by a sovereign state over its dependencies. 2. transf. and fig. Paramount influence, absolute sway, supreme command or control.  5. a. An extensive territory (esp. an aggregate of many separate states) under the sway of an emperor or supreme ruler; also, an aggregate of subject territories ruled over by a sovereign state. (b) Great Britain with its dominions, colonies, and dependencies; the British Empire; freq. the overseas dominions, etc., as opposed to Great Britain. Since the Statute of Westminster (1931), Commonwealth has become the more usual term. (OED)
2. Imperialism:  2. The principle or spirit of empire; advocacy of what are held to be imperial interests. In nineteenth-century British politics, the principle or policy (1) of seeking, or at least not refusing, an extension of the British Empire in directions where trading interests and investments require the protection of the flag; and (2) of so uniting the different parts of the Empire having separate governments, as to secure that for certain purposes, such as warlike defence, internal commerce, copyright, and postal communication, they should be practically a single state. In the United States, imperialism was similarly applied to the policy of extending the rule or influence of the American people over foreign countries, and of acquiring and holding distant dependencies, in the way in which colonies and dependencies are held by European states. (OED)
3. Colonialism: 2. The colonial system or principle. Now freq. used in the derogatory sense of an alleged policy of exploitation of backward or weak peoples by a large power. (OED)
4. Social Darwinism: the theory that persons, groups, and races are subject to the same laws of 
natural selection as Charles Darwin had perceived in plants and animals in nature. According to the theory, which was popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the weak were diminished and their cultures delimited, while the strong grew in power and in cultural influence over the weak. Social Darwinists held that the life of humans in society was a struggle for existence ruled by “survival of the fittest,” a phrase proposed by the British philosopher and scientist Herbert

 HYPERLINK "http://school.eb.com/all/eb/article-9069066"  Spencer.  Class stratification was justified on the basis of http://school.eb.com/eb/article-9068442“natural” inequalities among individuals, for the control of property was said to be a correlate of superior and inherent moral attributes such as industriousness, temperance, and frugality. Attempts to reform society through state intervention or other means would, therefore, interfere with natural processes; unrestricted competition and defense of the status quo were in accord with biological selection. The poor were the “unfit” and should not be aided in the struggle for existence; wealth was a sign of success. At the societal level, social Darwinism was used as a philosophical rationalization for imperialist, colonialist, and racist policies, sustaining belief in Anglo-Saxon or Aryan cultural and biological superiority. ("social Darwinism." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition. 23  Sept.  2008. <>.)
5. Civilizing Mission:  One of the ideological motives for imperialism in the 19th and 20th centuries 
was what has been called the “civilizing mission.” Western nations, believing themselves to be superior societies felt it was their duty to bring “civilization” to the regions of the world.  (http://ux.brookdalecc.edu/fac/history/Obj.14MiddleEast.pdf)

The Effects of Colonialism and Neo-Colonialism

Starting in the late 15th century, European powers colonized Africa, the Americas, sundry parts of Asia, and the South Pacific; e.g Britain colonized and took control of much of what we now know as India.
Historians usually distinguish b/t 2 kinds of colonialism: 1) settler and 2) exploitation

( The point of settler colonies is to relocate and begin a community that remains largely faithful to the culture of the “old country”.  This kind of colonization usually entails the domination and/or extinction of the native population, but that is seen as a necessary adjunct of the primary goal of settlement (e.g. Canada, Australia).
( Exploitation colonies develop in established societies, around trading posts and ports, mines and the like.  The primary object is not settlement but economic profit, which then requires some sort of military, administrative, and police government (e.g. India, South Africa).
The most exploitative colonies arose, not in the 15th century, but during “the age of imperialism” 1875-1918.  By the 1930s, 84.6% of the planet was made up of colonies or ex-colonies.
During the age of imperialism, European powers took control of the most productive lands and natural resources, shipping crops and other goods back to the home country.
Encouraged and coerced by their European colonial rulers to produce cash crops (e.g. sugar, cotton, tea, etc.), farmers turned to growing crops that could be sold on the world market, decreasing the amount of food grown to sustain the native population.
The European countries benefited at the expense of the colonies: cotton, for example, was shipped from India to England, where it was transformed into cloth, which was then sold back to India.  India’s thriving local industry became a mere appendage for the development of English industry.  Same applies to Cuba, sugar, the US, and Coca-Cola.
As their military strength, wealth, and social awareness grew, the colonies became dissatisfied with the one sided agreement and they wanted independence.
Independence was gained by warfare, peaceful negotiation, or passive resistance in the case of India

The end of colonial rule did little to change the old economic systems in the former colonies because:

1. Only one or two commodities remained in place
2. the most productive lands were owned by foreign companies, expatriates, or the wealthy elite of the country

3. local officials often took over economic structures for their own financial  gain much in the way colonial powers had previously done 

This led to the presents day situation of neo-colonialism—the use of economic constraints by a major power as a means of perpetuating or extending its effective control over a less powerful nation, especially a former colony—where the colonial rule is over, but the economic systems still operate in a similar or parallel fashion as they did in colonial times.
